
Revelation

INTRODUCTION: The Apostle John is in exile on the Isle of Patmos for preaching the Gospel. While
he is there, God gives him a wonderful vision of the future. Thus, the book deals basically with
prophecy, the end time, etc.

1.   The word "Revelation" in Revelation 1:1 means "the pulling of the curtain for a great performer or
a great act" or "unveiling a statue." In other words, it means "to uncover something which has been
hidden." Its opposite word, "apocrypha," means "to cover that which has been revealed." Therefore,
"Revelation" means "to uncover Jesus Christ," "to unveil Jesus Christ," "to pull the curtain for His
great performance."  Consequently, one can know Jesus better by studying the book of Revelation,
for it uncovers Him. It makes us see Him better. As Revelation 1:1 tells us, this is truly "The
Revelation of Jesus Christ."

2.   The word "blessed" in Revelation 1:3 is a word that means "large and full." Basically, it means
that the person who studies this book, reads this book, and hears this book will have a large and full
life. "Blessed" means "happy," "to be contented," "to be envied," etc. It comes from a word that
means "large" or "long and full."

3.   The word "servants" in Revelation 1:1 means "bondservants." This, of course, is a servant who
has served his time and has volunteered to serve his master again. In other words, he is a volunteer
slave. The book of Revelation can be understood only by those who have this kind of relationship
with Christ. We must be willing to be His slaves voluntarily in order to understand the Bible, especially
this book.

4.   The word "keep" in Revelation 1:3 means "to guard carefully." It implies a sentinel on duty
walking guard. This is the way we are to guard the words of this book.

5.   The words, "Alpha and Omega." in Revelation 1:8 are the first and last letters of the Greek
alphabet. In other words, Jesus is "A to Z." He is everything, and He should be everything to us.

6.   The word "companion" in Revelation 1:9 means "co-laborer." John was not only a leader or a
teacher, but he was a worker, a co-laborer. He was not above the people, but he worked with the
people. Of course, he was their leader, and of course, he was given leadership, but he was not only a
leader; he labored just as he expected his followers to labor.

7.   The words, "patience of Jesus Christ." in Revelation 1:9 means "the patient waiting for Jesus
Christ." It means looking for Him, watching for Him, and longing for Him.

I.    "THE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST SEEN." Notice in Revelation 1:19 the outline of the book of
Revelation: "the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be
hereafter." The first part, "the things which thou hast seen," is found in Revelation 1.

II.    "THE THINGS WHICH ARE." This part is found in Revelation 2 and 3. Here are seven letters to
seven churches instructing them as to the kind of churches they are to be.

III.    "THE THINGS WHICH SHALL BE." This part is found in Revelation 4-22. Hence, most of the
book deals with prophecy, what will be in the future.
1.   The Rapture. Revelation 4:1.
2.   The seven years in the air. Revelation 4 and 19:1-10.
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3.   The seven years on earth. Revelation 5-18.
4.   The second coming of Christ to the earth with His own. Revelation 19:11-16.
5.   The Millennium. Revelation 20:1-10.
6.   The Great White Throne. Revelation 20:11-15.
7.   The New Jemsalem. our eternal home. Revelation 21 and 22.
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