
2 CORINTHIANS

AUTHOR: Paul was the pen used of God for both 1st ans 2nd Corinthians.  The first letter of Paul to the church
at Corinth was written from Ephesus (II Cor. 1:8) while this letter was written from Philippi. Paul had sent Titus
to Corinth because he could not go himself. Titus was lo have met Paul and Timothy at Troas with a report on
the church at Corinth, but Titus did not arrive (II Cor. 2:12-13). When Titus did not come, Paul and Timothy
went on to Philippi where Titus brought good news from Corinth (II Cor. 7:5-11). 

THE THEME:  "The Comfort of God Through Christ" — (1:3; 13:11).

INTRODUCTION: After the delivering of the first letter to this church there need to be some words of
encouragement and some teaching.  Generally it seems that the first letter was accepted among the people. 
However, some of the people did not like what Paul had to say and were sowing seeds of discord among the
people.  They started to question who Paul thought he was, when he wasn’t even a real Apostle.  Other may
have thought that Paul as afraid to come see them after he wrote his letter because he said he was coming to
see them but had not yet come yet.  “Since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me, which to you-ward is not
weak, but is mighty in you.” 13:3.   It seem that the same problems that plague church today, were started so
long ago in the early church.  It seem like when you teach people to lay aside their own ways and work
together for Christ there are always those who would rather criticize the Preacher who brings the truth rather
then change.

That is want was happening in the church in Corinth.  Paul was going have to show Gods hand in his life to get
people to follow the Word of God.

1. The Giving of Comfort.

The Comfort of God — Chapters 1 through 7  (1) chapter l — Paul's sufferings in Ephesus (Asia) were
serious. His condition was such that verse 5 “For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation
also aboundeth by Christ.”  In verses 3-7 the words "comfort" and "consolation" are used 10 times in five
verses. 

It is the same word used for the Holy Spirit — "the COMFORTER."  the Holy Spirit "establishes" the believer
verse-21 the Holy Spirit "anoints" the believer — V-21 the Holy Spirit "seals" the believer — V-22  the Holy
Spirit is the "earnest" — the "pledge" of more to
come — V-22

(2) The Lord instructs un in comfort for a sinning person of I Cor. 5:5-13. Now we find that the person had
repented changed and now are urges them to restore him in the fellowship 2:8. Refusal to forgive him would
give Satan an advantage 2:11-17.

(3) There is comfort because of the OLD Covenant versus the NEW.  The old covenant was of the "letter"
(law); the New is that of the Spirit written in "freshly tables of the heart"   The Old Covenant "killeth" — the
New giveth life Verse 6 “Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of
the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.”  The Old Covenant was one of "condemnation" — the
New of righteousness verse 9.  the Old Covenant though "done away, was glorious" — the New IS glorious
("that which remaineth")  What comfort we should find in 4:7-10. We are but clay vessels (V-7) and the vessels
must be broken for the light to shine out.

(4) There is comfort in death.  In Physical death means the departure from the body (tabernacle). The bodies
we have are temporary and they suffer. Death means that we leave these bodies and are immediately in the
presence of the Lord.  Chapter 5:8  “We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body,
and to be present with the Lord.”  In V-9-13 the believer appears before the judgment seat of Christ to receive
rewards — or no rewards. Salvation was settled at the time one accepted Christ — this is not the judgment of
sin but of works done for Christ. 
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(5) There is comfort in serving the Lord with our best effort, for in so doing no matter what happens be it
seeming bad or good we are the Lords and in that we have great comfort.  Chapter6:3-10 “Giving no offence
in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in
much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses,  In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours,
in watchings, in fastings;  By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by
love unfeigned, By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand
and on the left, By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; As
unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; As sorrowful, yet
alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.”  In verse
11-18 you read a personal appeal to the Christians at Corinth to be separated from the world.

2. Christian Giving — Chapters 8 and 9
These two chapters give us detailed instructions for Christian giving.  Giving is a grace. God wants you before
your gift (8:5). Chapter 9:7-15 — Principles of Christian giving:   We should give proportionately 9:12-14,  We
should give bountifully (9:6).  We should give cheerfully (9:7).  Our giving shows our love.  8:8 “I speak not by
commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your love.”

3. Paul's Defense of His Apostleship — Chapters 10-13
In this section Paul is forced to answer in reference to his own apostleship.   Paul's "boasting" was in the Lord
and not for his own edification (10:8).  Look up 10:12 .  “For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or
compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and
comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.”  

Paul's defense in chapter 11 is very personal. He paid his own way (11:9). His life is given in graphic detail in
11:16-33. How would you go through such things if they came your way?   11:22-28 “ Are they Hebrews? so
am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I.  Are they ministers of Christ? (I
speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in
deaths oft.  Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.  Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I
stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; In journeyings often, in perils of
waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in
perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; In weariness and painfulness, in
watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.  Beside those things that are
without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches.”

In chapter 12:1-10 we see the inner life of the great champion of faith. In V-2-7, Paul says, "above fourteen
years ago . . . caught up to the third heaven — heard unspeakable words — lest I should be exalted through
revelations — there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me."'  Just think,
Paul had not mentioned this for fourteen years. Three times he had pleaded with the Lord that the "thorn" be
removed but God had a better plan.  12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength
is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me.”

4. A warning for their sowing seeds of discord:
Verses 7-8  “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves... For we can do nothing
against the truth, but for the truth.”  We always need to look into our own hearts to be sure that we do not fight
the Lord’s truth with our unbelief and sin.  When the questions come up in our minds then we need to accept

the truth and reject the sin that we have lived in.   
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