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BIBLE DOCTRINE
THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS

Objects to have: A drawing of the tomb of Jesus. A drawing of the stone over the mouth of the tomb. A
sheet or long strips of cloth. A white handkerchief.

Introduction of the lesson: Jesus is alive. He is not dead. He did die, but he is alive. He lives in
Heaven.

Jesus was not just a man. He is the very Son of God. They had just finished whipping him when they
gave him that big heavy cross to carry. Up Calvary's hill he carried that cross. After reaching the top of
the hill he was nailed to the cross.

A man by the name of Pontius Pilate, who was the governor, had a sign made to be placed on the cross
above Jesus head. It said, THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. Everyone that walked by to see
Jesus on the cross was able to read that sign. This was a sign to tell everyone why thay were killing
Jesus. Some of the rulers of the Jews were mad that the sign was put up. The governor said; "leave it
alone. I have it there on purpose." The rulers of the Jews did not want people to believe on Jesus. lam
glad that the governor put that sign there because I believe that Jesus is the King of the Jews and my
saviour.

After the soldiers had placed Jesus on the cross, they took his clothing and cut it into four pieces. This
way every soldier could have a part of the clothing. Jesus had a coat that was very nice. That coat was
too nice to cut it up so they cast lots to find who would get to keep the coat. To cast lot means they drew
straws or what we would call through dice. The one who won kept the coat.

As Jesus was hanging on the cross, he looked down and saw John one of his disciples standing at the
bottom of the cross. Mary who was Jesus earthly mother, was also standing at the bottom of the cross.
Jesus looking at the both of them said something like this. John someone needs to take care of Mary
now that I am dying. I am asking you to do that for me. You take care of her like she was you mother.
Then looking at Mary he said. Would you take care of John like he was your son? From that point on
they took care of each other.

Jesus was nailed on the cross between two other men. They each had their own cross. One was on his
right side. The other was on his left. These men were criminals. They had broken the law. These men
were being put to death because they were thieves. Many people were walking around the three crosses
making fun of Jesus. They were saying bad things about Jesus. Listen to what some said. "Ifthoubethe
Son of God, come down from the cross." Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes
and elders, said, "He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come
down from the cross, and we will believe him." One of the thieves hearing these things also made fun of
Jesus. Oh, the one thief said nothing against Jesus. He could see Jesus from where he was and called
out to Jesus. He said, "Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we
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indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss." He
said unto Jesus; "Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom." Jesus said unto him; "Verily
1 say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise." From that time, the sky became very dark
until it became as dark as night. A few hours later Jesus died. At the very moment that he died there
was a great earthquake. Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the
earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, "Truly this was the Son of God."

Now Jesus was dead. After a while some other soldiers came to see if the two thieves and Jesus were
dead. They walked up to the two thieves and broke their legs to make sure they died. When thy came to
Jesus they were almost sure he was dead. So one of them took a spear and threw it into the side of Jesus.
Then came blood and water flowing from hid body. Without a doubt Jesus was dead. Some of the
followers of Jesus got permission to take Jesus off the cross.

One of the men who followed Jesus had just had a new grave made in the side of a hill. It is called a
tomb. His name was Joseph. Joseph told the others that they could bury Jesus in his tomb. The ladies
took sheets and wrapped the body of Jesus in those sheets. (Show the sheet and you might want to wrap
one of the children in the sheet like Jesus was.) Then they laid Jesus in the new tomb. Before they left
the tomb thy took a napkin, or a handkerchief and laid it over the face of Jesus. The men took a great big
stone and rolled it over the opening of the tomb, so no one could get in or out.

Some of the people who did not like Jesus, remembered how Jesus said he would raise from the dead in
three days. They were afraid that some of Jesus disciples would steal his body out of the grave then say
that he rose from the dead. They went to the governor Pilate. They told Pilate what they thought. They
wanted some guards to stand at the tomb of Jesus for those days and guard his body from being stolen.
Pilate told them they could have the guards and that they could take and seal the stone over the door of
the tomb so no one could ever open it.

Everyone knew that Jesus was dead. Jesus was 100% dead. He had been put to death on the cross. His
body had been put into the tomb. Now that tomb was completely sealed. No one could get in. No one
could get out.

On Sunday morning after Jesus had been dead for three days. Something started to happen in that tomb.
Jesus started to move. Wait, he was dead. How could he move? I don't know maybe his big toe moved
first. Maybe it was his finger that moved first. I don't know. All 1 know is Jesus was dead. Now, he
was alive. He wiggled some and started to unwrap himself. Remember he was wrapped up in the sheet.
I can see in my mind as he shakes his head and the napkin falls off his face. After a few moments Jesus
was standing on his feet. He took those grave cloths and folded them up. He put them in a neat stack in
that tomb. Then he walked over to the door of the tomb. At the door was that great big stone. It was
sealed so no one could get in or out.

Out side the tomb was the soldiers. They did not know what had happened on the inside of the tomb.
They stood guard. A shield in one hand, a spear in the other. I can almost hear them as they marched in
front of the tomb. Left, left, left right, left. Left, left, left right, left. As they were marching Mary
Magdalene and a few of the other ladies that loved Jesus came. "Halt, who goes there!" yelled one of
the guards, as he drew back his spear. "It is just us women," called Mary back. When Jesus died we did
not have time to properly take care of his body. He was buried very quickly. We have come today to do
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it right." "No you can't. See the tomb has been sealed no one can get in it. We are hear to make sure
that you or no one else gets in." said one of the soldiers. Get back away from this tomb.

Then, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came
and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His face was like lightning, and his clothing was
white as snow: For fear of him the guards did shake, and became as dead men. The angel said unto the
women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen,
as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. Go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen
from the dead; He goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you. With that
the angel was gone.

Oh, could this be true? Each of the women looked at each other. The soldiers ran away. Slowly the
ladies approached the tomb. One at a time they walked in. There was no one in there. Jesus was gone.
There in a neat stack set the sheet that Jesus was wrapped in. On the top laid the handkerchief, which
had covered his face. Quickly Mary Magdalene ran and found Peter. Peter ran to the tomb to find that
It was empty.

Later that day Jesus showed himself to his disciples. Many times over the next fifty days Jesus was seen
by many people. Jesus was dead but now he is alive. After fifty days Jesus ascended into Heaven and
one day we will see him come back as we have seen him go.

Children, Jesus had to raise from the dead so we could go to heaven. Jesus took the blood that was shed
for us straight into heaven and placed it in the mercy seat in Heaven as a covering for our sin. That was
the job of Jesus our High Priest. Anyone can die. Only the Son Of God could be raised from the dead to
place his blood on the mercy seat to cover our sin. Jesus did that for us. He is our GREAT SAVIOUR!
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