
Elijah and the Idol Worshippers 

AIM: to teach Christians to stand for Christ, how to stand for Him, and to be willing to stand alone

POINT OF CONTACT: Ask the students who their favorite character is-whether in history, Bible or personal
experience- who has had some situation in which he had to stand all alone.

INTRODUCTION: Elijah was not a priest. His servants were not Levites. This story does not take place in
Jerusalem, where stood the temple containing the Ark of the Covenant. Mount Carmel had neither tabernacle
nor temple; yet this is one of the great places in the Bible where God proved Himself and refuted the claims by
followers of false gods. 

The nation was apostate, and Elijah came to King Ahab to tell him that because of the apostasy of the people
no rain would fall upon the land until he, Elijah, said that it would. God immediately led Elijah away for
protection; He sent him to a brook where he was fed by ravens until the brook dried. Then God sent him to a
widow's home. She fed him the last of her food (or so she thought). He stayed there for about a year. He
raised her son from the dead. Then Elijah came back to Ahab under the direction of God to tell him that the
rain was going to return. Before the rain was to return, Elijah must prove the veracity of God and the infidelity
of the 850 prophets who were in the household of Jezebel and Ahab. (See I Kings 18:19.) They were all
invited to Mount Carmel.
The Israelites as a people were also invited. There each of the sides were to prove who was God. The
prophets of Baal were to call upon their god. When they were through, if they could not call down fire from
Heaven from their god, Elijah was then going to call upon his God and prove Him. Of course,
the fire did not fall at the request of the false prophets but did come at the prayer of Elijah. (Teacher, read I
Kings 18:17-41 very carefully so you can tell the story with accurate detail.)  There are many needful lessons
we should gain from this Scripture.

I.     ELIJAH WENT DIRECTLY TO THE ONE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE TROUBLE.

Read I Kings 18:3-17. The trouble in the country was because of the ungodliness of the ruler. God does not
condone ungodliness in people, but ungodliness by people in places of responsibility is much more horrible. 

Elijah could have gone to the people in the town and told each one of them about the sins of their leader. This
would have made Elijah the gossip of all times. He went, instead, to the one directly responsible for the
problem.

II.     ELIJAH WAS NOT IN AWE OF AHAB. 

See I Kings 18:18. Never should a Christian be in awe of any person of authority, whether ecclesiastical or
governmental. Each of them is due our respect, but not awe. Someone has said, "He who is able to stand in
the presence of God should never be in awe when standing in the presence of anyone else."

III.    ELIJAH LIVED IN A TIME WHEN THERE SEEMED TO BE NO HOPE FOR THE NATION. 

You think of the circumstances: There was a drought in the land. The land received only two major rains each
year. For these rains to be eliminated and for judgment to come upon the people and upon the nation would
have been reason enough for any man to throw up his hands and decide to become a hermit. Even with all of
the reasons for his not doing so, Elijah was willing to do whatever God impressed upon him to try to save his
country. Would God that in this generation we had more people who were willing to do whatever it took to save
our own country!

IV.    ELIJAH WAS NOT AFRAID TO PUT GOD TO THE TEST PUBLICLY. 

Notice I Kings 18:19-24. When we go soul winning, when we preach, or when we pray publicly and ask for
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definite answers to prayer, it is not the soul winner, the preacher or the one praying who is at stake; it is God
Himself Who is on trial. 

The reason many do not go soul winning or pray or preach or tell others of the blessings of God is that they
are not sure that God is willing to work. (Teach your students that the promises of God are just as useful today
as they were the first time that God spoke them.) Many people believe that God has worked in times past, and
many believe that God has worked for others in this generation, but the test of a man is: Does he believe that
God wants to work through him in this generation?

V.    THE RECOURSE IN TIME OF TROUBLE IS TO KEEP ON SERVING GOD. 

Think of the progression with Elijah. Elijah came to Ahab and delivered his message. That in itself put Elijah in
a great deal of trouble. God led him out in the wilderness to live beside a brook, which is not an exalted place
to live. He sent him food by ravens, which are unclean birds. There's not a great deal of prestige attached to
having your meal delivered by a raven. Even this ran out. God, rather than sending him then to the palace of
some potentate, sent him to the home of a widow. When he got there, he found that the widow was so poor
that she was getting ready to eat the last of her food. With things getting worse and worse and worse, we
would have eventually said, "Lord! Enough!" Yet, Elijah continued to serve the Lord. The time to serve the Lord
the best is when things are the roughest.

VI.    ELIJAH HAD LEARNED TO OBEY GOD INSTANTLY.

Notice I Kings 17:3-5,8-10; 18:1,2. The mark of a good Christian is: How long does it take him to do the
obvious thing? 

The length of time between the learning of a command of God and carrying out the command of God is simply
time spent looking for excuses to evade carrying out the order! You find that the good Christians are those
who react to the orders of God like trained soldiers. 

When a soldier is given an order, he obeys it immediately. Most of the time he does not understand why he is
doing it, but he does it because he is ordered to do so. Elijah had learned that God's orders were to be carried
out. If a child is told to do something, but before he begins it, he says, "Why?" usually a punishment results. If,
however, the child begins promptly to do the job and then asks, "Why?" while he is working, he usually
receives the answer to his question.

VII.    ELIJAH HAD LEARNED TO FIGHT FOR RIGHT WHEN NO ONE ELSE WAS AROUND. 

Read I King 18:22. Many times it is one Christian on a whole job; it is one Christian in the whole school; it is
one Christian on the whole block; it is one Christian in the whole family. Elijah had learned that when you are
all alone and it seems the hardest to stand, this is the time that God in His magnificence gives that extra
portion of power. (Teach your students that serving the Lord is humanly a solitary business, for many times
God has to remove all helpers to force us to depend upon Him.)

VIII.    ELIJAH WAS NOT AFRAID TO CONDEMN FALSE RELIGIONS. 

See I Kings 18:27. Notice that when the false religions were attempting to prove their veracity, Elijah was not
afraid to laugh, he was not afraid to mock, for he knew that there was only one true God. Never be afraid to
stand for God and God alone. If someone comes to your door who does not believe that Jesus is the Christ,
who does not believe in salvation by grace, do not be afraid to look at him and say dogmatically, "Sir, there is
one God and one Saviour, Jesus Christ! Anybody who says anything other than that is false."

IX.    ELIJAH REPAIRED THE BROKEN ALTAR BEFORE HE GOT THE VICTORY ON THE IMMEDIATE
ALTAR.
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Study I Kings 18:30. Before he called upon God to consume the sacrifice, an altar in the area had been
broken down-probably by Jezebel. Elijah saw to it that this altar was repaired. Before there are any great
victories in the lives of Christians, the little altars have to be repaired: the altar of giving, the altar of kindness
toward others, the family altar with the family, the private prayer altar. All of these must be in good repair
before the big jobs can be done. (Impress upon your students that in the business of God there are no little
things!)

X.    ELIJAH WANTED GOD TO RECEIVE THE GLORY FOR THE MIRACLE. 

Notice 1 Kings 18:36. If we would give God more of the glory, we would have more miraculous victories!

XI.    ELIJAH HAD LEARNED TO BE SATISFIED WITH WHAT SEEMED HUMANLY TO BE SMALL
BLESSINGS.

He was satisfied to be fed by the ravens; he was satisfied with living in a widow's home; he was satisfied to
have to hide out in the wilderness. Each of these he recognized as being evidences of the blessings of God.
When Elijah told Ahab that it was going to rain, and when the servant came back and said that there was a
little cloud about the size of a man's hand, Elijah had already been spending a lifetime rejoicing over little
blessings. (Impress upon your pupils that the little blessings are just big blessings in disguise and that little
things are just as useful as big things. For instance, a hamburger at McDonald's has no less food value than
the same amount of meat and bread served at the Waldorf-Astoria. A Cadillac will not do anything more for a
person who needs transportation than will a Chevrolet. If we could learn to be content and overjoyed with
small things, this life would not be nearly as dull as it is to some.)

XII.    ELIJAH HAD PROVEN AHAB WRONG. BUT HE WAS STILL COURTEOUS TO AHAB. 

Read I Kings 18:46. He had proven that Ahab's gods were false, but Ahab was still the king. It was customary
in those times when the chariot of the king was being driven down the road for someone to run ahead on foot
to clear the way. Here was a man who had just proven that the king of the land was a foolish king, one who
trusted false gods and rightfully deserved to be killed for leading the people astray. Rather than scoffing,
sneering, calling him "an outlaw," making crude remarks about his intelligence and crying that he be deposed
or dethroned, Elijah ran ahead of the chariot to clear the way. The king is king and deserves the respect of the
office no matter what the man is like.

XIII.   ELIJAH WAS GIVEN FOLLOWERS AFTER HE HAD PROVEN HIMSELF. 

See I Kings 19:16. Many young preachers, many Sunday school teachers, many Christian workers-by virtue of
the fact that they are in the business of the Lord-expect people to flock to them. You'll note in the Bible that
God's men proved themselves before God gave them an army. David was chosen to be king, but he was not
ruling upon the throne until after he had slain Goliath. This man had great ability and was chosen to be a
prophet, bringing the message to Ahab, but he had never had a follower like Elisha, nor did he have a school
for the prophets until he had proven himself.

CONCLUSION: If Elijah could stand in the face of opposition (James 5:17 says that he was a man just as we),
so could any other person stand who is willing to be what Elijah was.
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