
Jonah and the Whale

AIM: to teach my pupils the danger of backsliding and the story of Jonah

POINT OF CONTACT: Casting lots is mentioned in the story. When Jonah was at sea and the storm came
upon them, they cast lots to know who was the cause for the evil and the storm. You will recall they cast lots,
and the lot fell on Jonah. See Jonah 1:7. The casting of lots is an interesting thing. They would take several
stones and either number them or color them. A particular color would represent the offender. Each would
choose a stone, and the one drawing the particular color or number that had been chosen was the offender.
Show the pupils how this was done. Take several stones; number them or color them—or better still, take
several marbles of various colors. Decide beforehand which color marble will indicate who is to be the Jonah.
Have each person draw his lot and see who draws the one designated for the Jonah. This, of course, is not at
all to teach the children that gambling is all right but simply to teach them what was meant by the casting of
lots in the Old Testament.

INTRODUCTION: There are two great truths in the book of Jonah: (1) the danger of backsliding, and (2) the
typifying of the nation, Israel. Let us notice these great truths for the lesson.

I.   THE DANGER OF BACKSLIDING.

1.   The word "Jonah" means "dove."

2.   The word "Amittai" means "truth." Hence, Jonah's father was named "truth," and Jonah was named "dove,"
a symbol of peace. In other words, Jonah was a good man, and he had a good heritage, but even a good man
with a good heritage can backslide.

3.   Jonah was called to go to Nineveh and cry against it. See Jonah 1:2. In other words. God had a will for his
life. The only place a person can be happy is in God's will. The only place a person can reach maximum
success is in God's will. The only way a person can be immortal or finish his course before death is to be in
God's will. God's will for Jonah was that he go to Nineveh and cry against it.

4.   Jonah fled. Read Jonah 1:3. Ah, he is starting his way down now! Leaving God's will is always a tragedy.
God's will may not look inviting or exciting, but it is always the best place to be. (Teacher, warn the pupils of
the danger of fleeing from the will of God.) 

5.   Jonah went down. Notice the words in verse 3: He "went down to Joppa." When a person leaves the will of
God, he always goes down.

6.   Jonah sought outward beauty. Look at the word "Joppa" in verse 3. This word means "outward beauty." It
is so easy for us to choose that which looks beautiful outwardly rather than that which God says is beautiful
inwardly. Never choose a course or make a decision because of the outward appearance of it. This is usually
a step toward backsliding.

7.   Jonah paid the price. Notice the words in verse 3: "...so he paid the fare thereof." It always costs to go into
sin. When a person backslides, he will have to pay the price. (Teacher, talk with the class here for a while
about people in the Bible who paid the price for backsliding. What price did David pay? What price did Moses
pay? What price did Jacob pay? What price did Naomi and Elimelech pay?) One who backslides always pays
the price!

8.   Jonah went from the presence of the Lord. Notice the words at the close of verse 3, "from the presence of
the lord." This does not mean that God did not see Jonah. It does not mean that God is not aware of a person
who is out of His will. It simply means that when a person leaves the will of God, fellowship is broken. He went
from the presence of the Lord. What a tragedy! 
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9.   A storm arose. Notice the storm that arose in verse 4, and especially notice the words, "tempest in the
sea." Jonah is out of the will of God. He went to the place of outward beauty. He sought to make up his own
mind, but it is always the case when a person leaves the will of God, the storm follows!

10.   He was a poor testimony and a poor witness for his God. See Jonah l:5a. You will notice that every man
cried unto his god. In other words, each man believed in a different god. Jonah had a tremendous opportunity
to help, but he was backslidden and had no testimony. A backslider cannot be a soul winner.

11.   Jonah slept. See Jonah 1:5b. Notice the words, "and was fast asleep." A backslider oftentimes does not
know he is a backslider. Many people outside the will of God say, "I don't think I am so bad. I can't see this is
wrong." Often this is true. Jonah was asleep. The storm was raging. People's lives were in danger because of
it. Yet he was fast asleep and unaware of his condition.

12.   A backslider endangers the lives of his associates. When a father gets outside the will of God, he
endangers the lives of his family. Many a child has died prematurely because of a backslidden parent. Many a
wife has been taken because of a backslidden husband, and vice versa. Not only does a backslidden condition
affect our own lives, but it affects the comfort, safety, and security of those whom we love best. This is just
another reason why we ought to be careful to stay in the will of God.

13.   Lots were cast. and it was found that Jonah was the offender. He realized this and suggested they cast
him into the sea. Notice Jonah 1:12. Jonah knew he was a backslider. He knew he was the one who caused
the trouble. He knew that if he were dismissed, the trouble would cease.

14.   Human effort will not solve the problem. Read Jonah 1:13. The men rowed, but they could not bring the
ship to land. There was a backslider on board. How many revivals have failed though people "rowed hard"!
How many people who were backsliders have tried to do God's work and failed though they worked hard! The
only way to be successful in God's work is to get right with God. Human wisdom, human effort, etc. will fail
unless they are accompanied by a proper relationship with God.

15.   Jonah was cast into the sea. What a picture! See Jonah 1:15. As soon as Jonah was cast into the sea,
the sea ended her raging, and calm prevailed.

16.   God wants the backslider back and makes provision for his return. Read Jonah 1:17. Notice the Lord had
"prepared" a great fish for Jonah. God was still after Jonah; God still wanted him to serve Him. There was still
something Jonah could do. If you are a backslider. God can still use you, and God still wants to use you.

17.   Jonah prayed. See Jonah 2:1. In the following verses, we find the backslider's way back to God. Prayer is
the beginning of the way back.

18.   Jonah found that God was interested in his coming back. Read Jonah 3:1. You will notice, "And the word
of the lord came unto Jonah the second time." Thank God, He comes a second time. He gives a second
chance, He gives a second call. In answer to Jonah's prayer, God gave him the second chance.

19.   The way to get back is to go to the place where you got off. See Jonah 3:2. The same call comes to
Jonah again: "Arise, go unto Nineveh...and preach." The place to get the power of God back is the place you
lost it. The sin that caused a person to leave God's will should be faced, confessed and forsaken, if one is to
be restored to fruitful service for God.

20.   Jonah was in a hurry to get back. Notice Jonah 3:3, 4. This is one of the greatest truths in the Bible.
Nineveh was a three days' journey. Jonah made it in a day. He was anxious to get back in the will of God,
wasn't he? This certainly reveals to us the sincerity he had in his decision,

21.   The greatest revival in history took place. Nineveh was a huge city. Notice Jonah 4:11, which says of
Nineveh, "wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and
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their left hand." There were 120,000 people that could not tell their right hand from their left hand, so no doubt
it was a city of several million people. The entire city got right with God, and revival followed. Ah, God can use
a backslider, can't He? God can use a man who answers the second call. There is hope for the one who is out
of the will of God to be used by God.

22.   The greatest successes often make the greatest temptations. See Jonah 4:1. This is a very strange thing
and yet too often true. Jonah became disappointed because God had spared Nineveh. Had not Jonah
preached that Nineveh would be destroyed? Then God spared it. Let us never forget that the preaching is not
the end; the repenting is the end. Nineveh got right, and Jonah had to get a new series of sermons! He
became disgusted because what he had prophesied did not happen. How sad!

II.    JONAH AS REPRESENTING ISRAEL. 

Not only does Jonah represent the backslider, but Jonah represents the nation of Israel. Let us notice this
truth. To understand this more properly, one should turn to Matthew 12:39, 40.

1.   Jonah was called the first time as God's chosen vessel. The same is true with the nation Israel. They, too,
were chosen by God as His treasure and as His nation. 

2.   Jonah fled from the will of God and refused God's call. So did the nation Israel.

3.   Jonah went to the Gentiles. He fled his land and went to the Gentiles. This same truth concerns Israel.
They, too, after leaving the will of God were scattered among the Gentiles.

4.   Jonah went into the sea. The sea in the Bible oftentimes represents Gentile nations.

5.   Jonah constantly caused trouble while he was with the Gentiles. Once again this pictures Israel.

6.   Jonah returned from the Gentiles back to the will of God. So will Israel. God's people, as did Jonah, will
return back to the will of God.

7.   When Jonah returned to the will of God. he preached. In the Tribulation Period, 144,000 Jews will proclaim
the message of God.

8.   There was great revival because of Jonah's preaching. Such will be the case under these 144,000 Jews.
People out of every nation, kindred, tribe, race, and tongue under Heaven will be saved. Revelation 7:4-9
reveals this.

9.   Jonah, the second time, was used of God. So will be the case when this era is ended and the "times of the
Gentiles" is fulfilled. There will be a Jewish kingdom, and God will dwell within the temple, and they will dwell in
His land again.

3


